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BERWICK � MMaarryy  ��PPoollllyy��  CCuussttaarrdd,
whose name was written on the 18th-
century almanacs auctioned off Tues-
day, appears to have had nieces and
nephews in the Berwick area,
researchers said.

And that may have been how the
books got here.

A copy of Polly�s will left $3 in books
to her nieces and nephews, WWiilllliiaamm
TThhoommaass, GGeeoorrggee CCuussttaarrdd and MMaarryy  CCuuss--
ttaarrdd  CCrryyddeerr,, according to HHaarrrryy HHuunn--
ssiinnggeerr, a member of the Berwick Histor-
ical Society who ordered the will from
the Philadelphia Historical Society. The
bequeathed books may have included
the three volumes of bound almanacs.

The $3 was worth $48 in today�s
money � considerably less than the
$566,500 a buyer paid for the almanacs
Tuesday.

Polly Custard never mar-
ried, and died in Philadelphia
in 1822, Hunsinger wrote.

But her sister, HHaannnnaahh,
married JJoossiiaahh TThhoommaass and
moved to Salem Township.
Two of their children were
WWiilllliiaamm TThhoommaass and MMaarryy
CCuussttaarrdd  TThhoommaass  CCrryyddeerr, Hunsinger
said.

George Custard was probably the son
of Polly�s brother, JJoosseepphh CCuussttaarrdd, who
moved to Bucks County, Hunsinger
said. Or Polly may have misidentified
his last name; in which case he could be
another of Hannah�s children, he said.

Another possibility
Polly had another brother, JJoohhnn CCuuss--

ttaarrdd, born in 1732 near
Philadelphia. He was a
British loyalist, and after the
American Revolution, he
married AAnnnn TThhoommaass of
Bucks County, Hunsinger
said.

Their daughter, RRaacchheell
CCuussttaarrdd, married MMoosseess
DDaavviiss and moved to Berwick

in 1822, Hunsinger said.
Rachel inherited $100 from Polly�s

will; she may have also been given her
aunt�s almanacs, Hunsinger said.

You can call reporter Susan
Schwartz at 752-3646 or e-mail her at
Susan.S@pressenterprise.net.
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JJIIMM  SSTTOOUUTT,, president of the Berwick Historical Society, comments to society members who arrived late
after the sale of the rare almanacs at Sotheby�s in New York City on Tuesday as the books are displayed
in the gallery of the auction house. The group was delayed in traffic on the way to the sale, and only a
few members who arrived in advance actually witnessed the auction.
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TTHHEE  AAUUCCTTIIOONN  AARREEAA is nearly empty of bidders, but a phone bank of employees is taking bids
during Tuesday morning�s auction in Manhattan. Sotheby�s senior specialist MMaarrsshhaa MMaallii--
nnoowwsskkii,, at the far right corner, conducts the last few moments of the auction after much the
group from the Berwick Historical Society arrived late.
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BBEERRWWIICCKK Historical Society members, including, front from left, TToomm  MMccLLaauugghhlliinn;;  DDaavvee  KKoovvaacchh, standing; LLiinnddaa  SSuulltt;;  BBiillll  VVeezzeennddyy,,  and LLyyddiiaa  VVeezzeennddyy react to word of the $470,000 sale price Tues-
day morning while on the way to New York City. The group missed the auction due to heavy traffic.
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BBEERRWWIICCKK Historical Society members, including TToomm MMccLLaauugghh--
lliinn, center, gather at the entrance to Sotheby�s on the upper east
side of Manhattan after the auction. The group missed the actu-
al sale, but celebrated together at a lunch in the city.
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TTHHEE  RRAARREE  AALLMMAANNAACCSS,, formerly owned by the Berwick Historical Society, are shown on display in
the gallery on the auction floor at Sotheby�s.
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SSOOTTHHEEBBYY��SS  employee CChhrriissttyy
HHaammiillttoonn speaks with a
reporter following the success-
ful auction of the rare
almanacs. Hamilton explained
she was bidding on behalf of
her undisclosed client who was
the successful purchaser of the
books, some of which were
printed by BBeennjjaammiinn FFrraannkklliinn
himself. 

NEW YORK � It�s a
mystery who bought the
Berwick almanacs. 

SSuussaann OOlllliinniicckk, Sothe-

by�s spokeswoman, said
the bidder asked for
anonymity, and the auc-
tion house honors that.

Winning bidder a mystery

Possible paths to Berwick

Researchers see two ways rare almanacs
may have found way from Philadelphia
in the hands of Mary �Polly� Custard�s kin 
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